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The 39 Melachos- R. Ribiat .6

f) Breaking ice on the walk

|According to some Poskim, breaking ice from the side walk (or a body of
water, e.g. pond) may be prohibited under Sossair (Demolishing) because the ice
is connected to the ground and is similar to a “Boneh Structure'*(see Boneh).
Bimilarly, one should not break icicles hanging from a house or building on
Shabbos.'™* |

g) Spreading salt on an icy walk

One is permitted to spread salt on an iy walk or steps to protect people from
slipping and falling. This is permitted notwithstanding questions of Dosh and
Boneh, as will be explained below:

I: The melting occurs through Grama

Although melting ice on Shabbos is Rabbinically forbidden (see a-2:1
above), and salting causes the ice to' melt, spreading the salt is nevertheless
permissible in these circumstances because the melting oceurs through Grama
(indirect action, see SECTON TWO, Chapter IT; H)."®

2: The layer of salt is only temporary

Ordinarily, one may not add a new layer of material to the ground because
doing so can involve the Melocho of Boneh (see h, below).In this case, however,
the new layer is clearly only temporary, because the salt will soon dissolve.
Adding a temporary layer to the ground is a Rabbinical restriction that is waived
in these circumstances, in order to spare people bodily harm.'™

Regular table salt or coarse salt may be used for this purpose. Neither of these
items is Muktza. Other salt compounds may also be used (if needed to prevent
people from slipping and getting _hlur_]},_ even though they are Mulktza,'" "
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